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TikTok: Trendy or terrible?

ANDREYA MARTINEZ

Baby boomers and old people in
general would like you to believe that
anything that gives millennials and later
generations joy 1s somehow “ruining
society”, and if you can believe it, TikTok
has not escaped that scrutiny.

ByteDance, based in Beijing, China,
1s the company that developed TikTok.
In 2017, they invested $1 billion into
acquiringmusical.ly,theapp’spredecessor.
Since then, TikTok has gained massive
traction, not only absorbing the teen-
based musically audience, but growing
a base of millennial users as well and
taking the social media world by storm.
The topic has been found by mainstream
media and is currently being criticized.

Before the acquisition, musical.ly’s
user base was “predominantly females
between the ages of 13-24 years old,”
according to Mediakix, an influencer
marketing agency founded in 2011.
ByteDance took musical.ly’s approximate
60 million active monthly users and has
grown that audience to 500 million active
monthly users. That surpasses those of
Reddit, Twitter and Snapchat, according
to Datareportal.

So, to what do we owe this success? I
think it all comes down to the obvious
right place and right time. One of the
things that it seems people are concerned
with is the information and data that
1s garnered from the users (i.e. age,
location, etc.), and ByteDance’s ties with
the Chinese government and how that
information is used.

‘“All you have to do is watch, engage
with what you like, skip what you don’t,”
reads the Apple App Store description,
“and you’ll find an endless stream of
short videos that feel personalized just
for you.” In short, the algorithm tailors
what you automatically see on the home
screen, or the #foryoupage and gives
you similar content so you scroll longer.
Personally, I am guilty of spending many
hours scrolling just because my feed is
never dry.

The TikTok algorithm finds trends
in your age, demographic and likes to
tailor the experience to you, which is all
well and good when you want to spend
three straight hours enjoying sometimes
mindless content; but aside from the user
experience, where is the information
going and how is it used?

On one hand, the issue of national
privacy and the utilization of user data
has been coming into question. “U.S.
lawmakers have been calling in recent
weeks for a national security probe into
TikTok,” read an article by CNBC.
“(They are) concerned the Chinese
company may be censoring politically
sensitive content and raising questions
about how it stores personal data.”

Rep. Jim Banks, R-Ind., and other
members of Congress, believe Americans
should be immediately concerned with
this issue, calling on the Committee on
Foreign Investment to investigate its
potential threat to national security.

On the other hand, censorship has
come into question as well. ByteDance
and TikTok have been found guilty of
censorship in the past. In November
2019, there was a scandal in which
TikTok banned 17-year-old Feroza
Aziz from her account after she posted

a criticism of the Chinese government’s
treatment of the Uighur ethnic minority
disguised as a make-up video. TikTok
went on to claim that the censorship was
due to another video she uploaded where
an image of Osama Bin Laden was used
as a comedic take on the type of guy she
used to find attractive (mostly white men)
and how her tastes have evolved (men of
middle eastern descent). The video in
question was clearly a joke and seems like
an excuse to justify the censorship.

Before that incident, however, TikTok
had released its first transparency report.
According to Business Insider, “China
made zero censorship or information
requests in the first half of 2019, while
the US made 85.”

On one hand, I love living in America
and being able to say whatever I want and
not worry about the consequences. I can
run through Central Mall with a fecal-
flinging chimpanzee on my back and yell,
“This monkey could run a better country
than Trump,” and not get shot down or
arrested for what I was saying, and that is
truly what makes America great; but let
us not forget all the shady things that are
digitally going on in this country as well.

I think the difference between the
boomers and Karens (Generation X)
and the younger generations (millennials
and Generation 7)) is that although we all
value our rights and privileges, we have
a very different outlook of the world.
In my opinion and through my own
observation, boomers and Karen’s are
too quick to get upset, file sanctions and
go to war. They feel like their rights to
privacy and their privilege to verbally
assault a barista for getting their order
wrong are going to be somehow stripped
because China is infiltrating us through
our phones.

There 1s a clear generational
divide between boomers and Karen’s
(Generation X) and millennials and Gen
7. (zoomers). Millennials and zoomers
are from the age of instant access of
information. Anything we want to know
1s one Google search away. That gives us
an edge up when learning about things
and forming opinions.

On the subject of TikTok, boomers and
Karen’s don’t understand our infatuation
with it because it is something unknown,
and unknown things are scary. Aside
from their resentment of the younger
generations’ choices and priorities, the
culture shift from their generation to this
one is a huge change that I don’t think
they know how to deal with.

I feel that millennials and zoomers are
less likely to care. They are likely to be
more informed about something they
use daily, know the risks, consider the
consequences and say, “Who cares? We
have known the government is tracking
our information anyway,” and scroll
TikTok while making a meme about
the FBI agent watching us through our
laptop camera.

I don’t think China stealing my
personal information is going to make a
big difference on whether or not the US
is going to turn into a communist state.
It’s not that deep. I just want to watch
my funny internet videos and enjoy all
the things that make me happy, national
security and boomer uproar be damned.

The Nook restaurant
review =< < =<

ANNIE KUZMANOVIC
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The Nook located in Newbury Park, California.
Photo courtesy of Annie Kuzmanovic.

While the outside of The Nook’s Newbury Park location is quite simple, stepping through
its doors takes you to a clean, cozy café type of setting, with many places to sit and an entire
wall devoted to a tree mural. To set the mood, great hits from the 1980s to the early 2000s
played lightly in the background.

The menu held a plethora of breakfast choices, including creative forms of pancakes,
crepes, waflles, Irench toast and egg-based breakfast meals. Not a breakfast person? The
Nook also serves lunch during their daily hours. The menu listed ample alternatives in the
form of salads, burgers, sandwiches, wraps and pasta dishes. The beverage menu contained
several kinds of coffees and teas, served iced or hot, as well as fruit smoothies, juice and
soft drinks.

To get a more complete breakfast experience at The Nook, I ordered the Huevos
Rancheros and, for something sweeter, The Razzy Crepe, or crepes with raspberry sauce
and cream cheese topped with whipped cream.

The crepes were deliciously tart with the right amount of cream to balance it out. I only
wish the cream cheese could have been sweeter and flufhier.

The Huevos Rancheros, or over easy eggs on tortillas topped with cheese, sour cream,
ranchero sauce and avocado slices, were cooked perfectly and plated with my preferred side,
a generous heap of hash browns. When sliced into, the eggs broke with the most satisfying
crunch. The ranchero sauce was perfectly seasoned. It wasn’t too spicy for anyone with
sensitive taste buds, however if you prefer more spice, each table is set with three kinds of
hot sauces, including Tapatio, Cholula and Tabasco sauce. The hash browns were not at all
too salty, nor were they too bland.

For my beverage, I ordered a cappuccino. It had a little too much foam at the top for my
taste, but was otherwise satisfying and served at the perfect temperature.

Opverall, it was a lovely dining experience. The service was friendly and mindful to match
the quiet morning ambience, while also quick without leaving one feeling rushed. The
prices were slightly higher than other chain breakfast diners, but The Nook’s quality of the
food far surpassed that of such other restaurants.

If you wish to visit The Nook, note that its weekday hours are from 7 a.m.-3 p.m., while its
weekend hours are from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. For additional information about the establishment,
visit their website at www.breakfastatthenook.com.

Food ordered at The Nook. Photo courtesy of Annie Kuzmanovic.
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Parasite

PETRE MOTIU

“Parasite” has been the talk of the town,
or world, so to speak, in recent memory. A
tragedy, comedy and thriller rolled into one,
the film was directed by Bong Joon-ho and
co-written with Han Jin-won.

The film, has been lauded internationally
by receiving the highest award at the
Cannes Film Festival, the Palme d’Or, and
it became the first Korean foreign film to
win the Best Foreign Language Film award
from the Golden Globes. Most impressive
of all is that it won four Academy Awards
for Best Picture, Original Screenplay, Best
Director and International Feature Film in
one night. To put the cherry on top, Parasite
1s the first foreign language film to earn the
Best Picture award in the Academy’s 92-
year history.

The themes of the film are a smorgasbord
of hard-hitting topics, from class conflict to
social inequality. The Kim family represents
the harsh reality of how difficult it is to live
in South Korea, and so the movie speaks to
the discourse that is prevalent on making
ends meet.

Meanwhile, the Park family have it all
when it comes to amenities and opportunity.
Both the environs of each family home

1917

ROBERT MCDONALD

Inspired by the stories of his grandfather, the director of
“1917”, Sam Mendes, tells the story of two young British
soldiers as they embark on a dangerous mission during World
War I to save the lives of 1,600 British troops.

Roger Deakins, the cinematographer, gives the film the

feeling of all scenes

(4

happening in one
shot. The opening
shot begins with the
main characters and
will not leave their
presence till the end
of the film. This
adds to the tension of

each scene, as events

happen quickly
and don’t allow the
audience to break

away from the eerie setting of the war.

Dean-Charles Chapman and George MacKay star as Lance
Corporal Blake and Lance Corporal Schofield. The chemistry
of both young actors effectively conveys the difference between
the cynicism of Schofield who survived the battle of the Somme
and Blake who has not fought a battle yet. Colin Firth (“The

However, in
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put the cherry on top,

Parasite is the first foreign
language film to earn the Best
Picture award in the Academy’s

92-year history.

really show the disconnect that they share as
well as the demeanor each family member
exhibits. Another important example is the
Kim family being opportunistic to the point
of being scoundrels. At the same time, the
Park family have the world at their own feet
but come across as myopic in some cases.
This brings me to a few personal gripes
that I have with the film and it is, thankfully,
only contained within the Park family. The
parents of the Park family really come
across as more of plot devices rather than
characters themselves. I would have a better
time believing that they are real people
in such a way as being more vigilant in

casting relatively
unknown actors as the main
stars, Mendes makes the main
characters feel less important to
the overall war ...

keeping their own house affairs in order
and not being so trusting. At the same time,
it seems to reinforce the rich-in-the-wallet-
yet-poor-in-the-mind stereotype that the
affluent all too easily embody. The Park
family parents would not have made it this
far without ambition and attentiveness to
the responsibilities of their own success.

With that out of the way, this is still an
impressive feat of a film. It adheres so close
to reality, that the twist seems so logical and
mevitable. A refreshing and sobering piece
of art that serves as a welcome break
to a movie environment dominated by
superhero movies.
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Richard Madden (“Game of Thrones”) play important but brief
roles. However, in casting relatively unknown actors as the main
stars, Mendes makes the main characters feel less important to
the overall war, that they are expendable, which is how soldiers
were seen during World War I.

The movie paints
the picture of a war
with no purpose and
no heroes while a
generation was left
scarred. The hellscape
of No Man’s Land
was filled with the
bodies and limbs from
killed

days, weeks, months

young men

or years beforehand.

A peaceful TFrench

countryside awaited the two armies that move between them.

King’s Speech”), Benedict Cumberbatch (“Sherlock”) and

An ancient town in ruin with the only light being the fires that

burned amongst its ruined buildings. A field full of soldiers

singing about how they dreamed of seeing their families again,

their faces full of hopelessness as the killing fields laid ahead.
This was 1917.
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