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Top 10 romance films of the 21st century

ANNIE KUZMANOVIC

If you're like me and you enjoy spending your holidays watching films that fit the seasonal vibes, you might be searching for the perfect flick to watch for Valentine’s Day 2020. Lucky
for you, I have put together a top-ten list of all the must-sees of the romance genre. Some of these are movies I can happily watch everyday; others are ones I have to be in the mood
for. Regardless, there 1s something here for everyone. So whether you’re snuggling in front of the TV with your significant other, chilling with friends or enjoying some solo R&R this
Valentine’s Day;, feel free to peruse my recommendations.

10. The Danish Girl (2015)

This film is based on the lives of two painters living in Copenhagen in the mid-1920s. A
married couple’s love gets put to the test as the husband pursues gender reassignment.
This movie tells the story of loving and standing by someone through the variability of life.

9. The Lake House (2006)

This film plays with time in an intriguing way as two lovers and owners of a lake house
during different time continuums fall in love. Just as the allusion made in the film to Jane
Austen’s “Persuasion”, this love story is about waiting and not giving up on a once-in-a-
lifetime romance, whether or not time is on your side.

8. Moulin Rouge (2001)

In this quirky, glittery musical, you will find the exciting theme of forbidden love. Two
star-crossed lovers’ journey from lust to love get the best of them days before the prima
donna’s wedding. They must choose between their dreams come true or true love, “Come
What May”.

7. Mr. & Mrs. Smith (2005)

In this action-packed motion picture, a married couple finds it difficult to grow their
relationship while each of them are hiding their professional lives from the other; both
are assassins. When the secrets surface, the consequences of love become life or death.

6. Stardust (2007)

Based on the novel by Neil Gaiman, this star-studded fantastical feature is packed with
sub-plots and colorful characters from heart-gobbling witches to throne-swiping princes.
It tells the tale of a man who seeks out a fallen star to dedicate to his love interest only to
find that the star is a woman. Filled with magic and adventure, not to mention a fantastic
soundtrack, this movie will take two on an adventure of a lifetime with the destination
being more than they expected.

5. 50 First Dates (2004)

The classic “ladykiller-in-love” trope takes a turn in this romantic comedy when the main
character falls for a woman who has short-term memory loss and cannot only remember
one day of her life. How far would you go for a love that resets each night?

4.13 Going On 30 (2004)

This flick takes a teenager into her thirties overnight and grants her every wish. When

she finally has everything she’s ever wanted, she finds herself missing what she’s lost.
What if the people you took for granted are the ones you love the most?

3. The Painted Veil (2006)

In this brilliant historical drama taking viewers back to the 1920s, a couple in a broken
marriage journey to cholera-ridden China where the husband conducts bacteriological
studies on the natives’ landscapes. Having only each other abroad, they must learn to trust
one another. This drama proves that patience and effort can heal all broken relationships.

2. About Time (2013)

Despite the time travel elements, this movie is one that I feel encompasses life. From
finding and working for true love to fighting for your family, these themes will definitely
tug on your heartstrings. And here’s a bonus: just before the end credits start rolling, you
will learn the key to happiness amidst the mundaneness of life.

1. Love, Rosie (2014)

This movie spans decades, telling the fond tale of two best friends who are meant to be
but who just keep missing each other. It will have you laughing and crying and crying
laughing. You will learn that sometimes the one you want is just right under your nose.
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Finding love from an app

VYCTORYA THOMAS-VANZANT

For those unacquainted with online dating, the thought of choosing an app from the multitudes available and creating a profile for hundreds of people to swipe on can be intimidating.

Derrick Vargas, junior communication major, and Paige Holehouse, senior English major, gave their opinions on the dating apps most used by young adults.

Hinge

Tinder

Referred to as “the anti-Tinder”, the website Dating Advice says that Hinge separates itself from a “hookup environment in favor

of a more commitment-based environment”. The goal of the app is to keep users invested until they find the one.
After setting up your account, the app will ask you basic questions such as your ethnicity, education and height to match you with
other users. You must then select a total of six photos to place on your profile. Next, you’ll fill out a select number of prompts, one

of the app’s most unique, distinguishing features.
The prompts are fun and there are over 50 to choose
from such as “You know you’ve made it when...” or
“The dorkiest thing about me is...” After answering
three and picking your photos, your account is set!

When looking for matches, Hinge only lets you
view one profile at a time where you can either
like or dislike them. Conversations are made easy
as you're able to comment or like specific prompts
and photos of other users. According to Dating
Advice, this communication system not only allows
conversations to flow more naturally, but it also
enables users to make decisions on more than just
appearance. Holehouse, who is currently using
Hinge, stated that she prefers the app over Tinder.
“Hinge has been working well so far ... I have been
able to meet a good amount of people and even go
on second and third dates,” she said. She expressed
how much she likes the prompts as they allow you to
start a conversation.

The main complaint of Hinge is its small dating
pool. This can lead to getting matched to someone
you've already been matched with. This con is pretty
minimal against the pros the app has. Because Hinge
is very relationship-focused it isn’t recommended for
something casual.

Bumble

Bumble was created by Whitney Wolfe in 2014
with the vision of the app being what VIDA Select
refers to as a “‘female friendly’ Tinder”. Similar to
Tinder, you match with others by swiping right or
left. When two people swipe right on each other, a
“connection” is formed after which messages can
be exchanged. The catch, however, is that women
must start the conversation first within 24 hours or
the match will expire. In cases of same-sex users who
match, either individual can initiate the conversation.

The format of Bumble keeps women from being
spammed with unwanted messages, one of the app’s
selling features. According to VIDA Select, some
men have said that they like to be pursued rather
than to take on the role of the pursuer. Additionally,

60% of matches result in conversation according to one of the founders of Bumble. However, the main complaint of the app is that
men can’t initiate the conversation; if you're interested in a woman but she doesn’t message you after you've matched, then that’s

Since its launch in 2012, Tinder
remains one of the most popular
apps for online dating. Known for its
swipe format, the location-based
app enables users to swipe right
for “yes” and left for “no” when
looking at other profiles. When

I ¥ two users swipe right on each
a I n g p pS other, they match and are able

to chat.

Despite being the face of
online dating, Tinder has
gradually become less popular
for some users. “Tinder is my
least favorite,” said Holehouse.
“It has a reputation for being just
a hookup app now, and I'm not
looking for that.”

According to The Life Virtue,
this is one of the biggest flaws of
Tinder. The app also combines
compulsive  smartphone  use
with ego gratification which can
encourage users to check the app
multiple times a day. Because
Tinder has a reputation for
casual dating, it can be difficult
for users looking to find a serious
relationship.

While Tinder doesn’t work
for everyone, there are some
aspects of the app that make it
successful. With its popularity,
there are plenty of people for you
to meet through the app. Tinder
is a favorite of Vargas’. “I have
made genuine connections with
people and have actually had
a relationship that came from
Tinder,” said Vargas. “In the
gay community, it’s hard to meet
people without these apps, and
Tinder made it the easiest to see
who is around.”

Among the pros of the apps
is the possibility of making new
friends. Its algorithm matches you
with people based on location and
interests; if dating another user
does not work, it is not unheard
of for people with similar interests and
personalities to become friends.

as far as the connection goes. The match expires and you’re forced to match with someone else. There is an option that allows you
to extend that 24-hour deadline, however the feature can only be used once. Upgraded users can use the feature as many times as

they’d like.

Dating online has made it much easier for people to meet others outside of their circles.
Though dating “the old-fashioned way” is romanticized in media and is preferred by many;,
Holehouse feels the chances of finding a relationship by chance alone are impossible because
of advancements in technology and change in the world. “I would love for someone to call
and set up a date or to have my cute-boy-in-a-coffeeshop moment, but it’s not realistic,”
she said.

One thing Holehouse wishes she had known before entering the online dating world is the
reality of the process. “You can go on five dates with someone and not end up dating them in
the end,” she said. “There is also the reality that you are not the only person they have gone on
a date with. You have the ability to go on dates with multiple people just as much as they are.”

Despite the harsh reality of online dating, Holehouse feels that the process has boosted
her confidence. “I have learned to not let words define me and to focus on a person’s actions
rather than what they say online.”

For those looking to try online dating, Holehouse shared some advice: “You have to have
a positive outlook on (the process). We all know it can suck and people can be s---. Yet, there
is always that chance of making a connection with someone, and that can be a great feeling.
I would say it comes down to three things. Actions speak louder than words, put yourself
first and be kind.”
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| am an actor and | don’t watch the Academy Awards

ANDREYA MARTINEZ

Oscars? More like overrated, am I right? Don’t get me wrong, as an actor, I want one.
I want nothing more than to win one, float on stage with ease and grace, get emotional
and flustered, forget to thank someone and have the “get off the stage” music play me
out. It will be a momentous day, and I expect every single one of my friends and family
to tune in and watch. However, watching a bunch of overpaid starlets get boozed up and
awarded for movies is something I don’t care to watch. It just doesn’t make my to-do list.

Mistake me not. It is a great honor that people work hard for, but there are countless
other people who work even harder to make a movie great enough to even be considered
for an Academy Award. Do you think Olivia Colman could have won the Oscar for
Lead Actress in “The Favourite™ last year if every single production assistant, costumer,
editor, camera person and hair and make-up artist didn’t put in their all? You might
be asking, “Andreya, if you don’t watch the Oscars, how did you know that?” Well, I
Googled it!

And vyes, there are awards for technicians as well, but does anyone outside the
immediate world of those careers care? Probably not. The only thing I would attempt
to care about, if I did at all, would be Best Picture, Lead Actor and Lead Actress (plus
anything that Lin-Manuel Miranda is nominated for), and I imagine that there are
many more like me.

Don’t even get me started on the whiteness. There is a high outrage for culture and
ethnic snubbing in this awards ceremony. The Academy Awards aren’t the only ones to
blame for this, but they are currently on the chopping block.

Refrain from misunderstanding. There was an upswing in diversified nominees and
winners in previous decades. “There were more black acting nominees in the past 25 years (39
nominees) than in all 63 years of the Oscars before then (26 nominees),” according to a 2016
article written by The Washington Post. “Eleven black actors have won the statuette since 1991,
compared with four before.” That is all well and good, but what about everyone else?

It isn’t entirely the fault of the Academy. It is only following the trend that has been set
in place by the entertainment industry for almost a century. This just goes into the systemic
racism of our society and the ethnic erasure that has been going on for centuries. We can’t
rely on the Oscars to fix that, but we sure can work to make them better with more inclusion
for all genders and ethnicities.

It is time to start thinking outside the box and including everyone because I guarantee
there will be many more kick-ass things to watch and love if we just gave other different-
colored humans a chance. There is a reason that we started Americanizing other countries’
cuisines -- because they are delicious. No one wants to live off of hotdogs and PB&J. Can’t we
do the same for our entertainment industry?

Producers Nominated for Best Picture (2010-2019)

Actors Nominated for Best Actor Oscar (2010-2019)

Percentage of White Nominees - 82% m Percentage of Minority Nominees - 18%

Percentage of White Nominees - 97%

The “whiteness” of the Oscars doesn’t make me not want to watch. I just don’t care, and
until I am actively a part of the industry, I will probably continue to not care.

The one time I began to pay attention to the Oscars was when there was a huge internet
outrage for Leonardo DiCaprio because he had
never won one. That hype finally died in 2016

: o
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS INC. when he won for that bear movie I also didn’t

CSU CHANNEL ISLANDS . .
see, and I have ceased to care about it since.

I’'d honestly just rather watch the Tony
Awards. At least with the Tonys I have actual

Actresses Nominated for a Best Actress Oscar (2010-2019)

Percentage of White Nominees - 88% m Percentage of Minority Nominees - 12%

m Percentage of Minority Nominees - 3%

entertainment and get to see musical numbers from Broadway shows that I can’t afford to
see. As quoted by actress, producer, songwriter and all-around funny person Rachel Bloom
in her song “Who Wants To Watch The Tony Awards This Year”, “It’s like The Oscars if
the actors had talent. It’s kind of like that, only so much better.”

It’s not that they’re bad. It is just that the Hollywood glamor never really enthralled me.
I want to work hard, make things I am proud of and just do what I love, and if I can play
the game and get recognized by some old, crotchety white guys so I can have a really cool
statue and bragging rights forever, I'll take it.

e Hiew

STUDENT NEWS

Editor-in-Chief

Purpose Jazzminn Morecraft
The purpose of The CI View is to provide the Jazzmlnn'morecraftg78@CSHC1'edu
student body of CI with precise and accurate news
about what is happening on their campus and in . di
their community. It is run by students, for students, Section Editor: News
and p.)rovld.cs a platform for the student Vo'lc.,c. The Andrew Doran
CI View aims to be student-centered by giving stu- .
dents opportunities to become involved and learn andrew.doran] 67@CSUC1-Cdu

about the dynamic field of journalism.

Layout Lead
Advertising

Advertising printed here is solely for informational

Serena Robeson

purposes. Such printing is not to be constructed serena.robeson779@csuci.edu

as a written or implied sponsorship, endorsement
or investigation of such commercial enterprises or

Layout Assistant

ventures of The CI View.

SarinaDasha Galindo

Editorial Matter

expressed

sarina.galindo362@csuci.cdu

Opinions within editorials, pages
and comics do not necessarily reflect those of
The CI View, its faculty or the student body.
Publications are produced focusing on diverse
student representation, ethical accuracy and the

execution of The CI View student newspaper’s

Annie Block-Weiss

goals and values. . . .
annie.block-weiss@csuci.edu

THE Cl VIEW ENTITY STAFF

ADVISOR

CONTRIBUTORS

Caltrans

Media Editor: Broadcasting

Clepsy Hernandez
Naomi Santana

clepsy.hernandez300@csuci.edu ) ) ]
naomi.santanal 52@myci.csuci.edu

Section Editor: Opinion & Entertainment Vyctorya Thomas-Vanzant

Annie Kuzmanovic vyctorya.thomas-vanzant554@myci.csuci.edu

julianne.kuzmanovic908@csuci.edu .
Jason Klassi

https://www.facebook.com/jason klassi
Online Content Creator
Andreya Martinez

andreya.martinez608@csuci.edu

Business Manager

Robert McDonald
robert.mcdonald863@csuci.edu




